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TOWARD A HOLISTIC PARADIGM FOR ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN'S STUDIES: 
 A SYNTHESIS
 

OF FEMINIST SCHOLARSHIP AND WOMEN OF COLOR'S FEMINIST POLITICS1
 

Introouction
 

Thiro World Women or Women of Color in America2 consist of Native
American, Hispanic, Black, and Asian/Pacific women who share 
the experience

of struggle against many forms of oppressions. These are women who face the
historical and present day effects of racism, classism, white middle class
ethnocentric assumptions, ageism, disableism, and, in some cases, homophobia
(the irrational fear of homosexuality, lesbians, 
ana gay men), as well as
sexism. In women fouindgeneral, of color have that feminist theories based on an analysis of sexism in white middle-class cultural contexts orerelevant to [hiro World women. !Ahite feminists often 

not 
assume that all women


share similar experiences and, 
therefore, give inadequate attention to the

differences that arise from race, class, rationality, religion, and history.
 

Feminists who wish to create a scholarship which incorporates the
experience of Third World women are faced with many challenges: one is tounderstand, without white middle-class etnnocentric assumptions, the historyand sociocultural contexts of women of various ethnicities in the United
States; another is to develop academic constructs sensitive
comprehensive enough to reveal the strategies which women of color use 

and 
incoping, on a daily basis, with the effects of various forms of oppressions

in their lives.
 

This paper is an attempt to share strategies for the development of acurriculum on American women. the
Asian It explains necessity of
 
synthesizing the perspectives of Third World 
feminist activists and scholars

with the methoos of feminist anthropclogists and historians. The paper
begins with a definition of the concept of "multiple oppressions" byanalyzing power structure relations in America and its relationships to thevarious oppressions experienced by Third World women. A 
Third World
feminist politics aeal these
to with multiple oppressions is being
developed, both in the work of Blaci. feminists, and in caucuses such as theWomen of Color Consciousness-Raislng Group and the Third World Caucus within
the Nationai Women's Studies Association. The work of feminist historiansprovides a women-centereo/women's culture approach which treats women as
politica-l activists and theorists. Feminist anthropologists are also
developing a holistic approach to simpler societies, by viewing concepts ofgender reiations as developing from tre social and 
political process ana
ocher features of the organization of social existence. I propose that acoITlination of Third World feminist politics with an interdisciplinary

approach is necessary in the uevelopment of any curriculum Thirdof World
women--in this case, Asian American women.
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The Concept of "Multiple Oppressions"
 

In theory, American society is egalitarian or classless; in reality,
however, social stratification exists, based 
on both ascribed and achieved
 
social identities. 
 The dominant image of the "American" is the free, white,
hetercsexual male, oetween 21 and 45 years of age, with 
 education,

occupation and money. 3 This ideology differentiates the white male fromall "others"--such as white women, black lowermen, class men, black women,homosexuals, and aged--all of whomthe are considereb "un-American," devoid 
of social desirability ano morality, and "ignorant" 
 and (somehow)
'4
"perverse." By accepting anr 
 reinforcing this ideology, white middle
and upper-class heterosexual males have the power to define and actualize
themselves and all "others" through the institutionalization of sexism,
classism, racism, disanleism, ageism, anr homophobia.
 

Niite males in America define white middle-class females as the first"other" category (see Figure *)5 and equate them with their bodies andnature. Inferior, weak and child-like, white females are defined as sex 
objects to be put on a "pedestal," protected and dominated. 
 They are either
economically depcndent on their male relatives--as daughters or as 
full-tina
housewives-mothers--or, if they 
are employed, they are usually engaged in

low status, low paid feminine professions or white collar jobs. They, then,
have the double burden of housework and paid work. Domestically, they are

usually 
isolated in suburban nuclear households with little extended kin or
 
non-kin support mechanisms.
 

To maintain their status quo and ensure white middle-class female sexual
suppression, white encourage classism
men racism, and homophobia directed

against the second "other" category--lower middle-class men; homosexual men;

older or disabled men; and men of color--in order to deny their "manhood" ineconomic ano sexual terms. These men 
are kept in low status, unstable jobs,

or incarcerated sexual
for offenses and property-related crimes.
Historically, men of color have performed hard labor from which 
some white
 
Americans have grown rich.
 

The third "other" category is developed by white heterosexual middle

class males with the cooperation of those in the first "other"
and second

categories. This includes
category lower-class women, older or disabled
 
women, lesoian women, and women of color. 
 Women of color are often defined
 as matriarchal, promiscuous, submissive, resilient, or 
superwomen. Lowerclass women include, historically, prostitutes, slave women, plantation

workers, and domestics, and, currently, food service, cannery, garment, and
 
iigrant workers.
 

Diagrammatically, the figure 
 reveals an important factor about
Dppressions in America. The issue is iot "whidi is the
oppression most

3alient" (that is to "rank" oppressions), but rathez to ask "which groups
xperience the most kinds of oppressions." Obviously, women of color are at:he bottom o," the power hierarchy, experiencing racism, classism, sexism, 
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and, when 
they 'are lesbian, homophobia. This is not
theory intended to
obscure the different histories and cultures 
of Third World women, but it
coes indicate that they have a common cause in working for liberation.
 

Third World Political and Academic Strategies
 

Black women were the first among women of color in the United States toattempt to define feminism in their own terms ano to develop Black Women'sStudies curriculum based on the multidimensional complexity of theirhistorical and current experiences in relation 
to sex, class, race, andsexual orientation.6
 

A Black 
women's feminist group oefined "feminism" as the politicalmovement to combat the manifold and simultaneous oppressions of sexism,racism ana classism that the majority of women of color race. 7 According
to Barbara Smith, a Black 
radical feminist, racism feminist
is a issue,
since for 
her, feminism is defined as "the political theory and practice
that struggles to free all women: 
 women of color, working-class women, poor
women, disaDled women, lesbians old women as well 
as white, economically

privileged heterosexual women."8 For women of color, cannot
feminism be
discussed 
 or practiced without considering the social, economic, and
cultural conditions of why 
and how we live. We need to define and unify
feminism in such a way to thatensure feminists jo-n the struggles againstracism, economic exploitation, 
as well as against sexism ana homophobia.
Feminist wcmen actively
should pursue "a multi-issue approach against
racism, sexism, classism, and homophobia.,,9 To accomplish this, they must
bring diverse groups of women into the Women's Liberation Movement.10
 

Following Black feminist politics 
and Black feminism, other women of
color inus: also acknowledge their shared experiences of racist and economic
cppressions in America. 
 For example, a study of early Asian women
America 
should include an analysis of their 
in
 

multiple oppressions in the
Unitea States: 1) their entry 
to the United States has been under
restrictions; 2) their "access to citizenship has been precarious"; 3) 
legal 
their
participation in the work force has been "under severe restrictions," suchas in electronics industry and sweatshops; and 4) their womanhood has beenaenied through rejection of their ethnic identity.ll Other women of color 

in America share similar experiences.
 

Women of color find common bonds with each other in the history ofoppressions ano our strategies to meet it; it is clear, however, that unity
in the struggle to liberate 
women of color comes through the study and
appreciation of our aifferences. The Women 
of Color Consciousnes--Raising
Group (made up of 100 women of color who called themselves "inteinational

Third World women") at the Third National Women's Stuoies Association (NWSA)
Conference held at Storrs, Connecticut, in June, 1981 proposed 
that Third
World Women's Studies method must be based 
on a feminist politics which 
is
specifically deriveo 
 from their diverse sexual/racial/cultural/economic/

political/regional backgrounas 
and experiences. A year later at the 
NWSA
Conferenre 
in Arcata, California, the women of the Third World Caucus agreed
 

http:identity.ll
http:Movement.10
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that rather than suppress differences in class, ethnicity, race, age,

religion, and sexual orientation, we must first discover our distinct
 
identities ana recognize the differences among ourselves. We must also
 
enlarge each other's perspectives by listening to and learning from each
 
other in order to respect our different histories and backgrounds before we
 
can think about making connections. We should work together toward building

sisterhood among women of all groups by appreciating differences in
 
backgrounds and in each other's priorities. We should also take advantage

of our variec backgrounds as sources for strategic responses to power in
 
oroer to oeal with those issues which affect our everyday lives such as
 
employment, double burden, and uomestic violence. Furthermore, through the
 
empathetic unoerstanding of differences, the awareness that
our and each
 
difference is valid in its context, we should actively participate in each
 
others' political struggles in order to remove all oppressions.12  This
 
will have to be aone because we firmly believe that both experientially and
 
academically, sexism can not be seen in isolation, but only be understood in
 
the contexts of and in relation to different forms of oppressions.1 3 

Many of our differences were concerned with our gaining the power to 
redefine ana rename "the kinds of sisterhood" and experiences we shared. 14 

We socn recognized that many of our concerns were motivated by shared
 
experiences of the multiple oppressions of sexism, racism, classism, and
 
homophooia. Each of us experienced the empowerment that categorizing and
 
re-naming woulo bring us. Within the Women of Color Consciousness-Raising
 
Group we were able to find our similarities and differences, and discover
 
some of the ways necessary for the evolving of a new Third World Women's 
Studies, based on a new Women of Color movement. We gave birth to a Women 
of Color movement based on a powerful sense of commonality in the midst of 
our differences by taking advantage of multiplicity as a basis of our
 
strength ano unity. 15  One of the most challenging tasks ahead of us in
 
the 1980s is to construct feminist theories through political experiences,
 
ano, an analysis of the material, historical, and psychodynamic

interrelationship between all forms of oppressions such as sex, race, class,
 
age, religion, ethnicity, and sexual orientation. To do this, we need an
 
enlarged cefinition of "feminism." This goal cannot be achieved by the
 
projection of Western academic women's experiences upon Third World women,
 
but only through an understanding of and respect for the diversity and
 
seriousness of the plight of all women in order to ouild a broader basis for
 
unitv.l6 The task of feminists is to use categories which can embrace the
 
complexities of class, race, sex, nation, age, and sexual orientation. 
 A
 
comprehensive theory must be one which singles out power relationships as
 
the root of all institutionalized inequalities which is essential in
 
unoerstanoing women's subordination and oppression. Carol Ehrlich aefines
 
"power relationships" as those in which one has the ability to compel

another's ooedience or control another's actions.17  As feminists, we must
 
see the inherent coercive ana hierarchical nature of power relationships as
 
the key to economic, racial, and sexual inequalities. Women of color's own
 
definition of feminism ano feminist politics should emerge from the roots of
 
both their multiple oppressions and political strategies through multiple

consciousness raising with respect to identities of gender, race, ethnicity,
 
class, and sexuality.
 

http:actions.17
http:unitv.l6
http:unity.15
http:oppressions.12
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The issue is how to understand and oeal with gender inequalities as they

relate to other forms of inequalities. We need to address womr--.'s
 
subordination in its totality by combining liberatior, of "women as women,


workers, as
...as and members of oppressed races and nations.",18 Third
 
Worlo women have a central role to play in unifying diverse struggles for
 
class, race, and cultural liberation. The very totality of their oppression

means 
that any move to change their situation is a move against the entire
 
structure of exploitation because "women's oppression is 
so deeply embedded
 
in the entire economic, political, and social structure" 19 and cultural
 
ideology of their society. Therefore, developing feminist theories and

practices should 
 be based on the e-ergence of a mass-based women's
 
movement.20
 

Thus, a global feminism, one that r,:aches beyond patriarchal political

oivisions and national ethnic boundaries, can be formulated out of a

political perspective on all issues of concern to human life. This will

involve two long-range objectives: 1) "The freedom from oppression for 
women
 
involves...the freedom of choice, and the power to control own
our 

lives... (ano) 2) ...the removal of all forms of inequity 
and oppressions

through creation of a more just social and economic order..." These goals
 
can only be accomplished by "a sense of connectedness among women who are
 
active at the grass-roots in various regions.",21
 

An American woman of color has defined 
feminism as follows:
 

"the vision of radical Third World feminism necessitates our
 
willingness to work with people.. .the colored, the queer, the
 
poor, the female, the physically challenged. From our blood and
 
spirit connections with these groups, we women on the bottom
 
throughout the world can form an international feminism... We
 
recognize the right and necessity of colonized peoples throughout

the world, including Third 
World women in the United States,

forming inoepenoent movements towaro self-government. But

ultimately, we must struggle together. Together we form a vision
 
which spans self-love of our colored skins to the respect 
of our
 
foremothers who kept the embers of revolution burning... "22
 

The Development of Scholarly Material 
on Women of Color in America
 

Curriculum development according to this revised aefinition of feminism
 
cannot be the work 
of a small elite. We must provide information on the
 
economic ano cultural contexts of all women 
of color in the United States.
 
Then the Women's Studies curriculum will appear very different from what it
 
is tooay. To be inclusive, its methods and concepts should be
 
interdisciplinary and socioeconomically and cross-culturally applicable.

Women of racial and ethnic minorities have been doubly victimized by

scholarly neglect ano by racist assumptions. As members of two groups,

women and colored races, which have been 
treated a:i inferior by American
 
society, their historical invisibility has oeen doubly reinforceo. Academic
 
material on Thiro World women is very sparse and/or distorted.
 

http:movement.20
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Until recently most of the research and writings related to Black and

Mexican American 
women which have receiveo any attention have come from
 
white male social scientists who have been interestpo in 
race relations and
 
migration theories or the social structure 
of the Black ano Chicana
 
families. These women have been stereotypeo as "dominating, emasculating"

for Black women and "long-suffering mothers" for Oiicanas and investigated 
as token prominent women 
or women in their family roles rather than
 
"working-class or low-income women" studied in 
 their historical and
 
structural contexts.23
 

Asian American women have similarly been victimized in historical
 
accounts ano current literature. According to the 1980 census, the majority

(60.5%) of the population in Hawaii consists of Asian Pacific
and 

ancestry. 24 Yet a search of historical literature on Hawaii reveals that
 
Asian ana Pacific women are not mentioned except in stereotypical

categories, such as "picture brides," "mothers," 
 "prostitutes," "war 
brides," "entertainers," and "queens.1125 

To compound the problem of their invisibility in historical literature,
few Asian American women have owntold their stories. The lack of material
 
by Asian women arises from several historical conditions. First, first
 
generation Asian American women 
in Hawaii were consumed with work in the
 
struggle to survive, working as field laborers, laundresses for Asian men,

and domestic workers 
for others as well as for their own families.2 6 New
 
immigrants generally do not 
have the time to become literate in a second
 
language,2 7 nor do they have time and 
 space to reflect on their
 
experiences when they are struggling to survive. Asian
Second, American
 
women were socialized to believe 
that they aid little worth writing about.
 
Thiro, only very recently have they begun to 
demand to be included in the

muiticulturai history of our country because many Asian American 
women have
 
not even been conscious of the 
fact that they are doubly oppressed as Asians 
and as women in America. Fourth, while their experiences in America may De
similar, their languages and socioeconomic backgrounds and cultural values 
are diverse. These differences might inhibit raising their political

consciousness of having shared 
common experiences of multiple oppressions to
 
make themselves more visible within the main culture.
 

Cther proolems exist in using currently available resources on Third

Worl3 women. Vhen statistical information is available, "often data are
 
collected for various ethnic/racial categories; however, definitions of
 
categories differ from study to study, ano significant ethnic groups are not
 
consistently identifiea. Thus, comparisons involving data
several sources
 
are oifficult to make, and 
 any generalizations become de facto 
suspect., 28  Another problem is that "data are usually presented according

2 9  
to etnnic group or gender.", Therefore, simultaneous ethnic group ano 
gender analyses are the exceptions rather than the rule, and potential 
interactions are seldom explored. 

http:families.26
http:ancestry.24
http:contexts.23
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While "for most ethnic groups there is 
some article literature comparing

the work force participation, demographic facts, 
and family structures and

policies of these groups with 
that of whites and sometimes Blacks," the
information 
acout ethnic and racial minority women is most often subsumed

under the undifferentiated 
units of men and family.3 0 It has been found

that the real issue is not one of differences between women of color and

white women, but of differences between Third 
World women and white males,

especially in regara to their "earnings gap."3 1
 

"The absence of systematic and reliable data, coupled with 
a failure to
properly consider differences both within ethnic and gender groups, 
has

resulted in the proliferation of literature that is 
anecdotal in nature and

tends to perpetuate myths about minority and women, such as maternal

dominance, machismo, acquiescence, and submissiveness.,,3 2 And the
so 

cycle of stereotypes persists.
 

This lack of information also has a very personal impact. 
The racism
which Third World women experience has sometimes erased 
knowledge of their
 
cultures which may as of
they need part their personal and political

strategies for survival. 
 A second generation Chinese woman said, "...that

need was there in me--a craving to know more about myself after so many

years o, self-denial about being Chinese and Asian. There a need
was to
 
fill the vacuum, of what was missing in me, about who I was, what my culture
 was, what my 
past was, and more importantly, because I needed it 
like a

missing piece of a puzzle, 
I wanted to deal as an effective person, as a
 
whole person. I had to understand it to accept myself. I couldn't accept

myself without accepting that I was Chinese.',3 s
 

The Women-Centered Women's Culture Approach: Feminist Historical Perspective
 

Since the impact of the women's liberation movement, feminist historians

have attempted to recreate 
women's history by formulating new approaches,

categories and 
questions which are useful to the development of curriculum
 
on women of color. One of the basic assumptions of feminist history is that

women's own accounts of their experience should be essential historical

material. Feminist historians 
define genoer as "a discrete category of
historicai analysis," similar to race and class, 
and believe that "women's
 
reality has been significantly different from men's," and from 
 men's
 
description of women's reality.3 4 
 Universal and uniquely female

experiences 
 such as childbirth and menstruation are investigated in
different historical contexts. 
 They have begun to ask new questions on

topics which had not 
been previously investigated, such as women's familial

and frienoship networks 
and their affective ties and their 
rituals. 35
 
Women's daily experiences are thus seen as a source of historical material.
 

Feminist historians place a premium on 
women as actors rather than as

victims. They 
note that women often resisted prescribed behavior. They

believed that the history of 
women shculd be the history of their
functioning own as
on their terms active political strategists in a
male-acefined world. This approach may include creation of women's culture,
 

http:rituals.35
http:reality.34
http:family.30
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with separate forms of creativity spirituality, responsibilities,

tradition, institutions, and values,36 or it may 
 describe women's

struggles to attain autonomy 
and emancipation from patriarchal cultural
 
assumptions.
 

This feminist approach to traditional history is relevant to the study

of Thiro World and Asian American women for many reasons. It begins with

the assumption that we must 
"question everything" and we must remember what
 
we have 
 to mention.
ceen forbidoen It focuses on the working-class, people

of color, and other disadvantaged groups who leave relatively 
 few
conventional records. innovative
Their historical sources are letters,

diaries, myths, oiographies, autobiographies, fiction, oral histories,

aucio-visual materials, and women's traditional art and crafts.3 7
 

Feminist historians 
 emphasize women's relationships with one

another--mother, daughter, grandmother, 
sister, collegues, neighbors, and
 
friends. 3 8 Their approach to the study of women's lives can be used in

cultures where women routinely develop 
a sphere of their own, complementary

to that of men, but autonomous in itself. This women's 
separate sphere

approach applies to the ethnic ano class backgrounds of many 
women of color.
 

Feminist 
nistory has neither a "conceptual framework for the systematic

study of female status nor ways to measure its changes over time." History

must therefore itself to ano
leno "more short 
term local stuaies," rather
 
than try to oevelop long term overviews Jn changes of women's status.3 9
 
Other disciplines, such as 
 anthropology which encourage cross-cultural
 
studies, must also be used.
 

holistic Approach: A Feminist Anthropological Perspective
 

Feminist social anthropologists study whole cultures, and their

conceptual 
 schemes reflect more thoroughly the structural differences
 
oetween the sexes, particularly as these differences are expressed through

society's division of labor. The public/oomestic model first adopted by

Rosaloo and others has greatly 
influenced feminist researchers in developing

theoretical frameworks in Women's Studies. 
 In analyzing women's experiences

n non-Western however, feminist
-. societies, these scholars 
 who apply

comparative frameworks such as public/domestic dichotomy tend to pull

women's experiences out of their sociocultural contexts by projecting their
 
own 
cultural meaning to other cultures.4 0 In response to criticisms
 
against the puoiic/domestic 
 model and new evidence, Rosaldo has 
more

recently questioned its validity and usefulness 
and has commented that
 
...our most serious 
problem lies.. .in our very tenoency to cast questions


first in universalizing terms and to 
 look for universal truths ano
'
origins."41 
 Rosalao argues that the puoiic/comestic model as so
 
constructeo is a-historical, 
 and that it hides the diverse causes and
 
content of roles. she
gender Thus 
 comes to the conclusion that since

woman's status is not determined by what she but by the
does, meaning

attachec to her activities 
that she acquires through social interactions,
 

http:cultures.40
http:status.39
http:friends.38
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genoer relations. neeo to oe stuoied in 
political and social terms, with
linkages between 
gender role experiences and other social inequalities such
 
as class, religion, ethnicity, and race.4 2
 

Increasingly, feminist anthropologists have come to the consensus that

the gender relationship in any society is multidimensional--continually
 
changing as women move through 
the life cycle--in economic, political,

oomestic, and religious institutions as well as in the ideologies of
 
femaleness ano malentss. Genoer conceptions grow from social and political

processes, and the relations of the sexes are connected to other features of 
the organizations of social existence. 
 Thus, "gender is a total social fact
thdt takes on its meaning and function from the wider cultural system of

43
 which it is a part. "1

Explanation of gender using a structural/cultural framework should be
 
based ,,4 4
on analyses of "social wholes. Therefore, concepts and

approaches used in both 
 feminist history and feminist anthropology are
 
useful to analyze lives of women of color 
in America within a theoretical
 
framework.
 

Priorities and Strategies for Asian American Women's Studies Curriculum
 

A oasic tenet of Western feminist thought is that women should define
 
and interpret their own experiences, redefining and re-naming, 
 where
 
necessary, what other people have 
previously defined and named for them.
 
Asian American women (immigrant women and their female descendents whose
 
ancestry is traced to Asia) of all backgrounds and experiences must have

this opportunity to 
speak their minds and to define their priorities. An

Asian American woman who experiences racism and the ooiiteration of the
 
culture which nurtures her will not consider the men of her ethnic group 
as 
the main "enemy." An Asian American woman wno experiences the support or an 
extened kin and 
 non-kin group will not necessarily seek a feminist
 
consciousness-raising group for emotionai 
support and political activism.
 
This does mean she does not
not that experience sexism. She faces other

kinus of oppressions besides 
sexism, anO must learn to see the connections
 
oetween tnem by naming 
them all as a reflection of her experiences and
 
priorities.
 

One of the significant characteristics of the early Asian immigrant

population in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,

particularly among Chinese ano Filipinos, was 
the predominance of men. Only
 
a few Asian women were permitteo to immigrate to America. Asian women were
 
preventeu from 
coming to this country by cultural traoitions of seclusion
 
ana family ooiigation, the 
temporary sojourner situation of Asian male
 
iaoorers, labor recruiters' profit motive, and restrictive immigration laws
 
imposeu by the Uniteo States. These factors created 
a sex ratio imbalance,
 

3
especially among Dhinese ano Filipino immigrants.a
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Because of of
-a series United States exclusion laws--1882 Chinese

Exclusion 
Act, 1924 Immigration and Naturalization Act (which 
excluded

Koreans ano Japanese), 1934 Tyoings-McDuffie 
Act (which excluded Filipinos

anG Chinese until after World War 
II, ano excluceo Japanese and Koreans

until 1952 when the 
quotas of slightly over 100 were established)--most of

the contemporary Asian women 
in America are of the first generation. As a

result 
of Exclusion Acts coupled with anti-miscegenation laws in 15 states

prcnioiting against interracial 
marriage, the sex ratio imbalance hao 
been

the predominant oemographic characteristic among Chinese, Koreans, and
 
Filipi;os until 1970.46
 

Between 1907 ano 1924, aoout 45,000 Japanese ana almost 1,000 Korean
 
picture oriues, mostly from impoverished villages, came to Hawaii and to

California to their
marry fellow countrymen who were plantation farm
ana

laoorers.4 7 Picture brides were matched with 
partners through photograp-s

in accordance with the arrangeo-marriage custom that 
was prevalent in Japan

and Korea at the turn of the century. For Korean picture brioes, the

aecision to come to America to marry was based not only their desire
on to
improve their economic condition, but also 
on their search for political,

religious, social, 
ano personal freeoom from Japanese oomination, Confucian
 
ideology, ana physical seclusion.4 8
 

Upon arrival, however, many of them were shocked by their bridegrooms
who luokeo unattractive ano 
much oioer than the photographs they had

exchangeu. Moreover, they were also oisillusioneo to find that their

husoanas were poor, 
and the reality of the American life which they faced
 
was far worse than what they had 
been lead to believe by the glowing

accounts in their prospective husbands' letters.4 9
 

In the aftermath of World War II, the Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War,
 
many Asian women entered 
this country as war brides. As a result of 
a

series of laws, between 1945 to 1952, 
a large number of Asian war brioes

from Ch ina, the Philippines, Japan, and Korea to
came this country as
 
non-quota immigrants. Close to 
70,000 Japanese war brides between 1947 and
 
1977 came to the Unites States, and 3,241 Filipinas arrived in this country

from the early 1950s to the late 1970s. Since the late 1960s, most Asian

wives or 
Unites States servicemen tooay are preoominantly Filipinas, Korean,

Vietnamese, and women have
Thai who 
 married non-Asian servicemen and
 
immigratea to the Uniteo States. 5 0
 

The stereotypic images of Asian women 
as exotic sexual objects ano

accommodating, passive domestics that 
fill the minds of American servicemen

contrioute towaru their reputation 
as "perfect wives." Asian
These women,

who left their war-torn countries in search of better 
lives, are subjected

to anotner stereotypic image--as 
prostitutes--in class-conscious Asian

American communities. Today, 
Asian women in America are still storeotyped

as 
submissive, quiet, home-loving, and subservient. Many are coming to this
 
country as mail-order brides from the Fhilippines, Malaysia, Korea, Japan,
 
ano other Asian countries.
 

http:States.50
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Culturally ano socially isolateo 
from both the larger society and their

ethnic communities, low 
in educational attainment, occupational status, and
language facility in comparison to recent Asian immigrant women, these Asian
wives are entirely depenoent upon their husbands in making 
their adjustment

to American life.5 1 Severe 
crises situations such wife
as battering,

cesertion, 
ano mental illnesses have come to the attention of military

chaplains ano social workers. 
 Loneliness, homesickness, language 
 ano
cultural aojustment difficulties are aggravated by 
social isolation duo to

dispersed settlement in widespread geographical areas.
 

In comparison to Asian immigrant women 
who rely more heavily on multiple

wages earneo by family 
members and on family-operated businesses, these

Asian war orides are usually either unemployed, or work to support

themselves ano their dependents, which may incluoe their 
 parents ano
siblings, as single mothers 
and female heads of householos. For those who
seek employment 
out of economic necessity, their lack of educational and
technical training forces them to find 
 worK as unskillea agriculturalworkers in rural areas, or as skilled, low-paiO cannery workers, hotelmaids, waitresses, and bar hostesses in urban areas.
 

Having nobody else to 
turn to, Asian wives seek each other for emotional
 
support. Both informal ano formal groups of Asian wives have been formed
for mutual support ano exchange of information and services in many American
 
metropolitan centers.5 2
 

Politicoeconomic conditions 
of their homelands created by international
 
power relations, combined with the liberal immigration law introduced in the
Unitea States 
in 1965, have resulted in 
profound changes in the demographic

characteristics or 
the Asian American communities in this country during the
last two aecaoes.5 3 Asian 
women are once again coming to the Uniteo States

in search of a better life. 
 In contrast to the early Asian immigrant women,
iowever, recent immigrant women are coming predominantly from South Korea,

the Thilippines, Taiwan, ano 
Hong Kong and consist mainly of two types:
urban, miacle-class 
ecucated wives and other female relatives Who cone
primarily to join their families; ano women professionals and students who

immigrate independently for occupational and 
 children's educational

opportunities and a higher stanaard 
of living.5 4 The primary motives of
the non-proressional 
women who are entering under a relative preference

category, however, social
are rather than economic in nature: they seek,
for instance, 
freeoom from control of husoanos' family elders and increase
 
in joint social activities of husband ano wife.
 

Since the i9o5 Immigration Act actually went into effect 
in 1968, Asians
in the Unitec States comprise a rapidly changing population; since 1970

their population has oouoleo. Toady, 
Asians account for one-third of the
legal immigration to this country each year. Half of the 
Asian population

is mace up of recent immigrants ano refugees. 
 Nearly 275,000 immigrants are

admitted 5 5
to this country each year. Although the most visible and the
largest groups of Asians in 
America has been Japanese, the 1980 census

inoicates 
that for the first time in the history of the United States, the
Japanese population has oeen surpassed oy the Chinese and Fiiipinos. 56
 

http:Fiiipinos.56
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In contrast to the early Asian immigrants, one of the most striking

characteristics of post-1965 Asian immigrants to the United States is that a

majority of the newcomers are women. The larger proportion of women in many

of the immigrant populations is characteristic of ooth the chain-migration

pattern of family reunification and formation, and the presence of 
war
brides. Asian women are now able to join the husbands from whom they were
separated because of the exclusionary policies of the past. The largest
single category of new immigrants, in fact, consists of wives of United 
States citizens. Other factors which have influenced the larger

representation of women among the contemporary Asian immigrants 
are the sex
 
selective nature of the adoption 
of Asian orphans; Asian, especially

Filipina and Korean, nurses coming to America to 
be employed in hospitals;

and the military conscription of males in Korea Taiwan, Thailand and South
 
Vietnam before they leave their home countries.5
 

Accordingly, Asian female population in this country has been growing at
 
a faster rate than the Asian male population. In particular, among Chinese,

Japanese, Filipina and Korean aoults in the 20 
to 40 age group, there are
 
more women than men of 
foreign birth.58 Therefore, the 1965 Immigration

Act has had a greater impact on Asian women than on Asian men.
 

Asian American feminists, who draw upon their own history, culture and
 
current 
reality, will devise different political strategies from those

developed by white middle-class feminists. These strategies which Asian
 
American women have created and continue to create in their lives must be

recognized. Asian American women are subjects rather than objects, active
 
strategists 
rather than passive victims.59  Their histories should be

sought out ano their choices seen in this context: that they are active

politica strategists in confronting the everyday reality of their lives.
 

There have been 
two major economic adaptive strategies which have been

developed by both early and recent Asian women:
immigrant entering into
 
wage labor; ana engaging in unpaid labor for home work, family farms, and
 
family businesses. When the sex ratio imbalance among Japanese and Chinese
 
was 
at its height during the late 1800s and early 1900s, most of the Chinese
 
and Japanese women in this country were prostitutes who had been brought

into this country through the luring, kidnapping, and trading activities of

Asian importers ano brothel owners. The average 
Chinese prostitute was
 
indentured for four to five years without wages.
 

Between 1870 1880, number Chinese
and the of prostitutes greatly

decreased due to the government's restrictive laws and Uristian

missionaries' active against Chinese
campaigns prostitutes.60 In 1900,

most Japanese women in this country who had been lured or bought by Japanese
 
men, ano 
sometimes sold by their husbands, were also prostitutes. Japanese

prostitutes, however, were steadily reduced between 1900 and i920 by the
 
cooperative efforts of the Japanese government and 
the Japanese immigrant

community 
in America, combined with the arrival of thousands of picture

brides. 61  Other early Asian immigrant women worked in plantations,

canneries, garment 
factories, and private households, in addition to their
 
own homes.
 

http:brides.61
http:prostitutes.60
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Because of the economic structure, aouole ourden, the low level of

training in education and 
skills, and racial/ethnic discrimination, most of
 
the early Chinese ano Japanese immigrant women entered into low paying jobs

as operatives or 
comestically skilled jobs such as seamstresses, domestic
 
servants, launoresses, cooks, and 
rooming house operators. Those who chose
 
to work with their husbanos in family businesses, such as launories,

rtstaurants, ano boaroing houses, worked 
as unpaid family laborers. The
 
early Japanese immigrant women worked alongside their men 
in farm fields to
 
earn wages to supplement family income. 
 The great majority of pineapple and
 
sugar fieid workers and domestic servants were predominantly Japanese

immigrant women.
 

Besices engaging in outside wage work, many Japanese Korean picture
ano 

brioes were self-employed; they operated kitchen services and oio laundry

for the 
 single male laborers of the community. Due to the clear-cut
 
domestic sexual division 
of labor and the absence of nearby adult female

relatives, 
 early Asian immigrant women were mainly responsible for
 
housekeeping and child care.
6 2 In times of crises, such as illnesses or
 
emergency trips to distant places, other fellow countrywomen, neighbors,

their husoanos, or older children temporarily took over the household chores
 
anci chiio care. Through immigrant women's long hours of both paid and

unpaid hard work outside and inside the household, many Japanese and Korean
 
families could save enough money to leave 
plantations and farm fielos and
 
set up 
 family, farms, and family businesses such as restaurants, tailor
 
shops, furniture stores, repair shops, and boarding houses.63
 

Few Filipino immigrant wives worked in the fields. They raised
 
vegetables and farm animals. As the managers
traditional 
 of household
 
finances, Filipino women coulo contrioute greatly, with their managerial

abiiities, to the welfare of their in
families America, especially when
 
their husbanOs 
earned low wages as unskilleo agricultural laborers.64
 
Filipino women in Hawaii contributed to their families' financial support by

offering caily services male
bathhouse for agricultural laborers, ano
housekeeping for single male boaroers by washing 
their clothes, and cooking

their meals. Some women sewed men's underwears, embroidered pillow 
cases or
 
oakeo Filipino pastries ano other delicacies which were sold to single male
 
iacorers on their payoay.6 5
 

;ince tnere had ceen few opportunities, especially for women, to earn
 
money in tneir native countries, it was important for them be able to
to 
earn money in America; this ability, in turn, gave them some sense of 
autonomy. Aithough the absence of their relatives Americafemale in forced
them to work harder both outside ano inside the home, they preferred their 
±ife in America mainly oecause of the freeoom they enjoyed from their 
husuanos' family eders, specifically their mothers-in-law. 

Due to the ciscrimination experienceo by Asian immigrant men 
and the
 
resultant low wages and frequent 
changes in employment, Asian American
 
women's rate of laoor force participation is much higher than that of white
 
women. Asian immigrant women often work 10 to 16 hours a day soon after
 

http:payoay.65
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their arrival. -They labor for low wages 
under difficult work conditions,

experience occupationally related health problems, and the pressures of the
 
couple buroen of wane work ano family work. Approximately two-thirds of all
 
adult Asian American women are in the labor as compared to
force about
 
one-half of white women. Income 
levels of Asian American women are even
 
lower than for women in general. Although Asian American women, especially

Filipino women, are better eoucateo than males or females from any other
 
population group in America, the discrepanc\, between education ano income is
 
greater for Asian 
American women than for white women. According to the
 
1970 census, median incomes of full tir:e emgloyed Chinese, Japanese, and
 
Filipino women were less than $4,000 per year.5
 

United States-born Asian women aie still crowded into the least visible,

low-status, and low-paying occupations, mostly in sales and clerical jobs.

Employers usually perceive Asian American women 
 according to the

racial/sexual stereotypes: as quiet, submissive, hardworking, and minutely

oetail-minoe subordinates. Asian immigrant women with professional,

technical training and occupational experiences also find it difficult to
 
utilize their skills i.v the United States because of licensing and local
 
training and experience requirements.67
 

Under sexual, economic, and racial discriminations, Asian American women
 
are some of the most over-qualifiea, unskiileo workers. As electronics
 
assembly iines, and factory, and cannery
garment jewelry workers, hotel
 
maids, nurses' aids ana clerks, their incomes 
are scarcely enough to cover
 
their indivioual and families' necessities. Asian immigrant women with less
 
education ano a lack of English proficiency are usually employed in service
 
industries such as restaurants, laundries, and grocery stores in their
 
ethnic communities, earning sometimes less than minimum wage and working

overtime witnout compensation. Garment factory work currently is still an
 
important source of employment for Chinese immigrant women in America. In
 
±9'/0, 57% of all Chinese American working women were seamstresses or fooo
 
service workers.68
 

The tradition of family businesses is still attractive to many recent
 
Asian immigrants. They prefer the longer hours of unpaiG family labor in
 
inoependent businesses, the flexible 
hours, and informal structure and

supervision to being locked up in dead-end, low paying menial jobs in a
 
formal setting under close supervision.69  Those who have some capital to
 
start family businesses have opened restaurants, launory shops, grocery

stores, and gift shops in which both the husband and wife work together even
 
longer hours fur their family's survival.
 

Asian immigrant women also contributed significantly to their developing

immigrant communities thiough ties of co-resioences ano fictive kinship.

These bonds were crea:P for survival reasons, 
to cement ano patch tenuous
 
relations. In an effort to improve their life in America by active
 
participation, immigrant Japanese women in Hawaii joined the historic
 
protest march of the Japanese and Filipino plantation workers in 1920 and
 
demanded the elimination of racial discrimination in wage scales. 70
 

http:scales.70
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Chinese mothers influenced their children to develop dedication of their
 
lives for service in China. Korean mothers inculcated in their children a
 
strong desire for Korean national liberation from Japanese domination by

sending them to Korean language schools, celebrating Korean national
 
holidays with 
them, and oeing actively involved in the Korean independence
 
movement in America from 1910 to 1945. Early Chinese and Korean immigrant

mothers were mainly responsible for developing their children's ethnic
 
identities ana for maintaining the stability and cohesiveness of their 
families and ethnic communities in America.71 During World War II, aware 
of the fact that their own position in America could be enhanced by the 
international status of their countries, DWinese women participated

extensively in the China relief programs, and Korean women 
 made a
 
significant financial contribution to the overseas Korean independence
 
movement.72
 

Social institutions available to recent Asian immigrant women are the
 
extended femily structure, Asian immigrant communities, and the larger

society's agencies and institutions. These groups are helpful Asian
to 

immigrant women, though to varying degrees, 
in solving problems related to
 
housing, employment, leisure-time activities, English language improvement,

children's education, acculturation, child care, financial, legal and family

counseling, vocational training, health care and the aual 
responsibilities
 
of work and family. 

Nevertheless, their social adaptive strategies depend not only on the
kinos of social institutions that are available, but also on the type of
networks they create in order to adapt to the changes they face, to cope

with stress, and to make the most of the transformation of their social
 
context. Mutual assistance 
among members of kin and non-kin--networks
 
consisting of fellow country people--plays an important role in social
 
adaptation. Furthermore, network formulation depends to a great extent on
 
women, who are the important facilitative or articulatory nexuses of
 
networks. For example, the usual 
means of finding work for Asian immigrant
 
women is through personal contact with other working women. Moreover, a
 
married Asian imnigrant woman can expect help and participation from other
 
Asian immigrant women in those areas that women closely than
concern more 
men, ana from which Asian men are often excluded by custom or ritual taboo. 
Among these are pregnancy and childbirth. ihe relationships among women are 
important and reinforced because of the necessity to provide children with 
nurturance through ,nothering. Asian immigrant women are therefore clearly 
aware that they will perform a useful service for their families if they
maximnize their netwoiks. 

Recent Asian immigrant women have been increasingly engaged in protest
activities in the larger society. In 1980, 
a great number of Filipino,

Chinese, Korean, and other immigrant hotel maids joined a hotel workers'
 
strike in San Francisco which lasted for a month and won a pay increase and
reduction of their work load. 7 3  In 1982, Chinese Garment workers in New
York City went on a one-day strike which brought a new union contract. 7 4 

http:movement.72
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Despite their oiffering backgrounds--urban-rural 
 origins, and
professional 
and occupational trainings and experiences--the majority of
both early and recent Asian immigrant women are engaged in the same kind of
oomesticaliy-skilled jobs. Both 
groups have been affected by the sexually
segregateo job market, 
the domestic sexual division of labor, and the
economic exploitation of Asian immigrant 
women prompteo by both sexL~al ana
racial stereotypings and discriminations. 
 In addition to these
discriminations 
in the labor market, the double 
burden of housework and
childrearing responsibilities has made it difficult for early and 
recent
Asian immigrant women to work and serves to limit the types of jobs they are
 
able to seek.
 

To develop social strategies for themselves and 
 their families in
America, many Asian immigrant women, who 
are locked into lower-ranking jobs
with little opportunity for improvement in their 
English language facility
and occupational skills, resort to 
resources such as capital, labor, jobs,
clients, and information which are communally generated and 
distributed in
their ethnic communities. Asian immigrant women maximize their social
resources by broaoening both kin and non-kin networks and social emotionalsupport systems within 
 their ethnic communities. They active
are
strategists who, in coping thewith multiple oppressions of gender, class,and race, exert considerable energy in making the best of a life
includes the multiple roles of wife, mother, volunteer, and worker. 
that
 

Many of the historical experiences of early Asian immigrant women are
again faced by the recent Asian immigrant women despite their higher
eoucational attainment ano 
 irban, middle-class origins. While 
 Asian
immigrant 
women of different generations are diverse in their 
backgrounds
ano experiences, they share 
a common history and contemporary reality in
their experience of multiple oppressions of genoer, class, ano race, which
heipeo them to aevelop a political consciousness and a collective identity.
 

The Asian immigrant women's and
history contemporary reality have
emerged out of their struggle 
against multiple sources of oppressions-genoer, 
class, and race--and should be Understood in the context of the
larger society. One of the oasic assumptions of this paper is that Asian
immigrant women's experiences should be unoerstood 
 in their multidimensional complexity in relation to their gender, class, and racial/ethnic
ioentities. Another assumption while
is that they have been subjecteo to
multiple forms of oppressions, Asian immigrant women have been active
political strategists who struggleo to achieve their goals through 
hard

work, personal strength, and female solidarity groups.
 

To unoerstand the contradiction between the 
 multiple forms of
oppressions which are structurally 
caused ano the resilience that Asian
women ano other women 
of color in America have developed as their response
to multiple oppressions, I will apply a holistic paradigm to Women's Studies
curriculum on Asian American 
 women with an emphasis on the
inter-connecteaness 
of sexism, racism, classism, ageism, disableism, and
homophooia in the American social system and cultural 
ideology. Together
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with other women. of color, Asian American women experience the current and
historical effects of multiple oppressions. By analyzing the experiences of
 
average Asian American women whose 
everyday ordinary actions helped their
 
people to survive, 
 we can formulate an 3nalytical framework for
understanaing the lives of our foremothers. Asian American curriculum
should also ne the basis for an understanding of the common experience of
multiple oppressions that all women of color face in America. 

Outline of a Curriculum on Asian American Women
 

INTRODUCTION: THIRD WORLD FEMINIST POLITICS AND ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN'S 
STUDIES 

I. HISTORY AND CULTURE: How are women's history
different from men and children of their gro

and 
ups 

lives 
and w

similar to 
omen of oth

or 
er 

ethnic groups?
 

II. FAMILY AND COMMUNITY: Are there variations in the support mechanisms
 
of the extended family by class, ethnicity, lifestyle, and marital
 
status?
 

III. 
 WHITE MALE SUPREMACY: What are the socioeconomic consequences 
of

institutional racism, colonialism, imperialism, 
and sexism, ageism,

disabieism, and homophobia?
 

IV. FEMININE/RACIAL/ETHNIC STEREOTYPES AND IDENTITIES: 
 How can women
 
redefine themselves from their perspective and learn about what is
 
true ano what has been constructed?
 

V. BIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS: 
 What are the effects of racism, classism,

sexism, ageism, aisableism, and humophobia 
on women's physical and

mental health? How do women combine folk healing methods with We3tern
 
medicine? Are there Thiro Worlo feminist health move,ents?
 

VI. CONSCIOUSNESS RAISING AND 
WOMEN ORGANIZING IN GROUPS: 
 How do women
 
connect themse±ves with civil 
rights, national liberation, working

class, and feminist movements to make changes on all fronts of
 
inequalities?
 

SLIMMARY: MULTI--LEVELED STRATEGIES AND UNITED-FRONr FEMINIST POLITICS: 
 How
 
can our understanding of the inter-connectedness of sexism, racism,

classism, ageism, oisableism, and homophobia 
lead women to form a united
front to fight against multi-leveled oppressions of American women 
of color
 
ana the internationai Third World women in general?
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Conclusion
 

Future Strategies for Women's Studies: A Comprehensive Feminist Scholarship
 

1. Women of Color's Double-Consciousness
 

In the 1950s women of color asked to bewere "lO0-American" 
miudle-class housewives and mothers. In the 1960s because of the 
Black

Civil Rights Movement, we were told that we, too, should try to find our
ethnic roots and strive for our rights. During the 1970s feminists told us 
to become a part of the Women's Liberation Movement as sisters who had 
common experiences of sexism. In the 1980s, we face pressure from white
feminists to join their struggle against sexism. But many of us 
who are
 
recent immigrants in the hope of realizing the American dream of economic 
success are still engaged in family survival strategies. In trying to

become what other people want us to become, we have not been able to deal 
with our own multiple consciousness and identity problems.
 

Our multiple political consciousness can begin with the realization that
 
we bear the burden of multiple consciousness and identities created by and
 
imposed on us by the majority groups: 1) we are feminist women of color in
the white feminist movement; 2) we are feminists among our people ofown 
color who believe in traditional roles; we of
sex 3) are recent

working-class immigrant origins in a capitalistic society; 4) many of us are
 
women who learned English as a second language in a monolingual society; and
5) we are token feminist women of color in the field of Women's Studies 
dominated by white middle-class feminists.
 

Therefore, we need first to come to terms with our multiple identities 
and group memberships. Women of color's struggle is rooted in the

structural 
conditions of their lives. "Characteristics of their behavior"

which may seem contradictory with one another "are the effects of racism,
classism and sexism ano not the 
causal factors of multiple oppressions.

Feminists should attack who the of racenot women show effects a and class 
system, but attack the structural causes themselves.,,75
 

In reconciling our ethnic and cultural backgrounds with 
our femaleness,
 
we must recognize and value our mothers' experiences and find our own 
identities as women of color with a particular cultural heritage. It is 
our

responsibility to uncover the cultural and historical roots 
that have been
 
torn lives. we whitefrom our Before can speak the feminist rhetorics and
think in feminist frameworks, we must first learn our own "language" and in
feminists frameworks which finds its origins in the voices we hear in search
of our mothers' words. Our politics as of color deeplywomen are rooted in 
our immigrant 
mothers' and our own past. 76 The past experiences of our

mothers must oe recorded, analyzed, and appreciated, regardless of whether
 
these experiences will fit into white middle-class feminist theoretical
 
frameworks and assumptions.
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Wnen women. of color relate their experiences of racism and economic
 
oppression, we are not only expressing our anger, but also 
the pain of our
 
collective historical experiences. Women of color need an opportunity for
 
consciousness raising among themselves, just white
as feminists needeo the
 
opportunity when they first had consciousness-raising sessions without

interaction with men. their
white After racial/ethnic/feminist

consciousness-raising experiences, women 
of color will be ready to express

their feelings to white feminists, who in turn must be willing to accept

their feelings based on these experiences. A true sisterhood requires an
 
acceptance of all women's experiences expressed in 
their own terms without
 
the imposition 
of one's own values and cultural assumptions on another
 
group.
 

When Women's Studies scholars sponsor conferences, women of color are
 
usually either placed as tokens in white feminist dominated panels or they

are "ghettoizeo" into separate panels. 
 In white feminist dominated panels,

the concerns of Thiro World 
women are often ignored or slighted. Few white
 
women attend the segregated women of color panels because they believe that
 
our experiences of racism bring either guilt-ridoen feelings to them or
 
threaten their status quo. 
 While white feminists can accept our experiences

of racism on an intellectual level, they are unwilling to regaro racism as a
 
central issue in defining feminism and strategizing feminist politics.
 

What "feminism" means to women of color differentis from what it means 
to white women. Our own definition emerges from the roots of cultureour 
ano collective history and tne continuing racism we face in America. Our
experiences as women of color shape our definition of feminism. We owe debts 
to both the Civil Rights Movement and the Women's Liberation Movement. The
Civil Rights Movement helped us to oecome ethnically aware ano proud to 
examine our past. The Women's Lioeration Movement taught us to appreciate

the haro work, strength, and female solidarity of our mothers ano immigrant

foremotners, thus, 
providing us with a link to international Third World
 
women. Because of this common ancestral background, we identify more
 
closely with international Third World sisters than white
with feminist
 
women.
 

2. Multiple Buroens of Building Bridges
 

Women of color feminists bear multiple academic ourdens as well since we
 
must understand dominant white male academicians, dominant men of color in
 
Ethnic StuOies, white middle-class Women's Studies, and 
Third World Women's
 
Studies. we have found that many white 
feminists who have to learn only

white male scholarship and white midGle-class Women's Studies reluctant
are 

to learn about Third World Ethnic Studies and Third World Women's Studies.
 

In Women's Studies conferences white feminists often women
ask of color
 
to relate their historical and cultural experiences. But we cannot do so
 
without anger and pain. 
 Like the feminist tenet "personal is political,"
 
our personal experiences of multiple oppressions 
 are political and
 
collective experiences 
of being women of color in a white, male dominant
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American society. Before the Civil Rights Movement and Women's Liberation
 
Movement, we were not even permitted to talk about our "personal" and
 
painful experiences of multiple oppressions. Since the 1970s, we have a
 
forum with white feminists.
 

By continually asking women of color to define racism for white women or
 
to explain the historical background of the experiences of women of color,
 
white feminist women impede their own understanding of these experiences and
 
any change in their attitudes and behavior toward women of color. A white
 
feminist appropriately asked recently, "Why do we call upon those who have
 
sufferea the injustice of that history to explain to us? The lessons we have 
learned so well as women must be the basis for our understanding of 
ourselves as oppressive to the Third World women."'77 

3. What Can Be Done?
 

A. White feminists should listen to, learn about, and connect actively

with, rather than ignoring or denying, what women of color have experienced
 
and endured.
 

B. Research based on oral histories and recordings of "talk story"

sessions should be encouraged ano recognized because they are one of the
 
most valuable ano unoistorted (by the majority's value,.) as well as often
 
only available primary data on many women of color's experiences.
 

C. White feminists shoulo recognize that when women of color show anger
 
towara white racism, it is the result of society's racial and economic
 
oppressions ana not a manifestation of reverse racism or individual hatred
 
towaro particular white women.
 

D. The curriculum of Women's Studies should include experiences of
 
women of color ana these experiences shoulo De stuaieo not only by women of
 
color out also by white students.
 

E. Lastly, by working together in each other's organizations and
 
movements, such as civil rights, ethnic, national, working-class, lesbian,
 
gay, handicapped, peace, and women's lioeration movements, white feminists
 
and women of color should build a larger community of sisterhood which
 
allows ana respects each other's differences ana priorities to transform the
 
Western feminist movement to a glooal feminism.
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*1 woulo like to acknowledge and express my deepest appreciation for
 
the editorial assistance of Marilyn Harman, Pauline Sugino, Esther Kwon
 
Arinaga, Margaret Kwon Pai, and Helen Nagtalon-Miller. Please do not
 
cite or quote without written permission of author.
 

1. This paper originally was presented at the Fifth Annual Conference of 
National Women's Studies Association at the hio State University,

Columbus, Ohio, June 26-30, 1983. 
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NtMEN'S STUDIES, 1984. 
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movement workers in the United States in the 1960s and 1970s. It
 
includes non-white nations and peoples in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin
 
America who have been colonized and oppressed by Euro-American 
countries, the U.S.S.R., and their allies. Psychological unity and 
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exist American of

African, Asian, and Latin American ancestors and their respective
mother countries. American Third World women 
 include Blacks,

Asian/Pacific Americans, Native Americans, and Hispanics. toDue the
emphasis on foreign origins of American Third 
World women, Native
 
Americans such Hawaiians American Indians feltas and excluded. There
is an increasing tendency for American Third World women to use the 
term "women of color" which is more representative of the Third World
because it encompasses all women of color who are Native American,
Asian/Pacific American, Black, and Hispanic American.
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Figure 1
 

Relationship Between Sexism/Racism/Classism/Homophobia/Ageism/Disableism
 

White Middle Class Males 
power of defining and actualizing
 
all others through social
 
institutions such as mass media,
 
schools, government economics,
 
courts, religion, family and health care.
 

based on Americanism: free,
 

white, heterosexual male,
 

21-45 years old with
 
occupation and money.
 

SEXISM 
 RACISM/CLASSISM
 

Defining white female as 
inferior, vweak, passive, child, 

Defining minority, 
lower class, homosexual 

sex object, property to be on 
pedestal and to be protected. 
Double burden, economic dependence 

male by denial of "man
hood" economically or 
sexually to protect white 
female sexually and white 
male socio-econom.cally. Low 
education, low status jobs, 
criminal injustices, poor 
health care 

RACISM/CLASSISM N SEXISM 

Defining minority, lower class, lesbian, older and disabled female
 
as matriarch, superwoman, sexually promiscuous or submissive, sex
 
pot, oragon lady, things. Low education, low status, low paid jobs,
 
weifare, poor health care.
 

SEXISM/RACISM/CLASSISM/HOMOPHOBIA/AGEISM/DISABLEISM
 

To free ourselves from sexism, racism, classism, ageism,

oisableism, and homophooia, all women have to work toward
 
cultural liberation from Americanism.
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